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The REDISTRICTING MATTERS COALITION is
proposing a statewide ballot initiative for Oregon’s
November 2020 General Election. At its simplest, this
initiative would change the way legislative and
congressional districts are drawn by creating an
independent redistricting commission comprised of
Oregon voters, rather than partisan politicians.

We believe Oregon voters should choose their representatives—
representatives should not choose their voters.

Our coalition represents hundreds of thousands of Oregonians who
believe we deserve the best possible representative government
produced through a fair, unbiased and transparent process—and
we’re working to make that happen.

GOALS OF REFORM
As we approach the 2020 census and the
potential that Oregon’s population growth will
result in the addition of a sixth congressional
district, we need to make sure the process for
drawing new district boundaries is fair.
There’s an inherent conflict in having elected
legislators draw the lines of their own districts.
Politicians with biased political goals can
manipulate this process and affect election
outcomes at state and national levels.

CHANGE WHO DRAWS THE LINES AND HOW
Create an independent multi-partisan commission of 12 Oregon citizens to take public
testimony and draw legislative and congressional voting maps according to strict criteria.
Establish a multi-partisan judicial panel to screen members of the commission.
Allow every-day Oregonians who meet a certain criterion – such as being registered to
vote in Oregon and not being an elected or appointed official or lobbyist – to apply to
serve on the 12-member commission.
Require the commission to use transparent and objective criteria to draw lines.
Add criteria to promote partisan fairness and competitive districts.
Require at least 10 public hearings to be held across the state.

INCREASE TRANSPARENCY AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Create a stronger system for checks & balances of the multi-partisan commission.
Require a multi-partisan and majority vote of commissioners before district maps can be
adopted.
Create an open and transparent process enabling full public participation, allowing the
public to attend meetings, provide input and comments on the mapping process. All work
and data will be public record.
Prevent partisan legislators, special interest lobbyists, and political strategists and staff
from influencing the process.

CREATE POSITIVE IMPACT FOR ALL OREGONIANS
Give Oregonians balanced leadership, focused on equal representation by their elected
officials.
Provide a greater opportunity for under-represented communities like low-income
Oregonians, persons of color, rural Oregonians and seniors to have a voice in their
representation.
Create better geographic, economic, social, community and political diversity in drawing
the district maps for our state legislators and congressional leaders.
Elect legislators who are more representative of their districts.

I’M INTERESTED! WHAT’S NEXT?
Our diverse coalition has come together from all party
affiliations, income levels, backgrounds, identities, and all
corners of Oregon to rally for equal, fair and transparent
representation at the state and congressional level.
But we need you to join our efforts today to bring a cleaner,
clearer process to this system in November of 2020.
Join our coalition, get involved, donate, and learn more about
our shared goals at RedistrictingMatters.org.

